
VolunteerVoice
“The Voice of the Earth Team”

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Second Quarter 2010

VolunteerVoiceVolunteerVoice
Summer 2010

Michele’s Column
Tips of the Trade with Joanna Pope 
Earth Team’s 25th Anniversary Celebration
Celebrating Earth Day and our 25th Anniversary

Recognizing Earth Team Volunteers 
Tennessee Earth Team Volunteers “Give a Hand”
The Rincons - An Earth Team Family
Pennsyvania Volunteer Uses Talents for Outreach

Inside:

Earth Teams’ 25th Anniversary Celebration
April 26, 2010 at USDA Headquarters--Whitten Building

National Earth Team volunteer award winners 
stand with guest speakers at the National Earth 
Team ceremony held at the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture in Washington, D.C., on Monday, April 
26, 2010. Participants gathered to recognize national 
Earth Team award winners and to celebrate Earth 
Team’s 25th anniversary. (Standing L to R) USDA 
Deputy Undersecretary Ann Mills; NRCS National 
Volunteer Coordinator Michele Eginoire; NRCS Chief 
Dave White;  Volunteer Coordinator Award winner 
Joanna Pope, Nebraska; District Secretary Gayle 
Roussel, New River SWCD-Donaldson Field Office, 
representing the Group Volunteer Award winner the 

“Fast Food Farm,” Louisiana; District Conservationist 
Kelly Shrable representing the Chief’s Field Award 
winner Salem Field Service Center, Arkansas; NRCS 
National Employee Award winner Mary Giles, 
Missouri; Special Recognition Award winner Richard 
Casale, California; Kansas State Volunteer Coordinator 
Jan Klaus representing the Volunteer Service 
Award-Chief’s Cup winner Kansas NRCS; District 
Conservationist Dean Moberg, Oregon, representing 
the Individual Volunteer Award winner Amy Plavak; 
First NRCS National Earth Team Coordinator Judy 
Johnson and NRCS National Volunteer Liaison Bonnie 
Allely. 
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     As the winner of the 
2009 National Volunteer 
Coordinator award, I have 
been asked to share my “tips 
of the trade.” Before I do, 
I feel like I need to make a 
small confession - When I 
ýrst became the Earth Team 
state volunteer coordinator 
for Nebraska I didn’t really 
know what the Earth Team 
was. I had been hired as a 
public affairs specialist and 
inherited the state volunteer 
coordinator position right 
along with it. I remember thinking, ñGreat. This must 
be a thankless job they cast off onto the rookie.”
     Not exactly a great start to my state volunteer 
coordinator career!
     That may have been how I became the state 
volunteer coordinator for Nebraska, but I quickly 

learned that the Earth Team is not a cast off job. Itôs 
one of the most rewarding jobs in the Agency. 
     What has made being a state volunteer coordinator 
so rewarding has been the people. My ýrst Earth 
Team coordinator meeting was in St. Louis in 1998. I 
remember being struck by how passionate these folks 
were. Everyone around that table was there because 
they believed in the Earth Team, and I quickly became 
a believer too.  
     I believe you have to surround your Earth Team 
program with fellow believers.  
     In Nebraska, I am surrounded by Earth Team 
believers - my state conservationist and my assistant 
state conservationist for operations are both huge 
supporters of the Earth Team. If you donôt have the 
support of your stateôs leadership, your Earth Team 
program will suffer. I also have extremely talented 
area volunteer coordinators. They help keep me 
motivated, accountable, and most importantly, they 
make it much more fun! I’m very fortunate to have 
such a great Earth Team ï team, in Nebraska.
     Thatôs my magic formula. Surround yourself with 
great help and you’ll get great results.

“Tips of the Trade”
by Joanna Pope, 
Nebraska State Earth Team Volunteer Coordinator

Joanna Pope, 2009 
National Earth Team 
Volunteer Coordinator

Earth Team 
Volunteers Help 
Monitor Stream 
Health in Northeast 
Nebraska
by Joanna Pope, Nebraska State 
Earth Team Volunteer Coordinator
     Bazile Creek originates from 
spring fed streams in the gently 
rolling hills of Knox and Antelope 
Counties of northeast Nebraska.  
Some residents in the watershed 
said they were concerned about 
the possible impact of row crops 
and feedlots on the creek.  For that 
reason, Wayne State College and 
the Northeast Nebraska Resource 
Conservation and Development 
(RC&D) Council formed a 
partnership to sponsor and host 
volunteer stream monitoring 
events on Bazile Creek in April 

2004, October 2009, and May 
2010.  
     Twelve volunteers participated 
in these events.  Volunteers 
represented local landowners, 
Wayne State College students, 
and local professionals.  They 
monitored a single site on Bazile 
Creek and it appears to be in good 
biological health.  
     Volunteers took measurements 
of sediment such as conductivity, 
turbidity, and total dissolved 
solids (TDS).  During each event 
volunteers also collected, counted, 
and identiýed approximately 100 
macroinvertebrates, and other 
organisms including creek chubs, 
cricket frogs and longnose dace 
and red shiners.
     Jan Jorgensen, coordinator for 
the Northeast Nebraska RC&D 
said, ñThese stream monitoring 
events provide valuable 

information that can help protect 
the health of Bazile Creek, and 
give local citizens the opportunity 
to make a difference in the 
watershed where they live and 
work.”  

Biologist Cassidy Gerdes talks 
to stream monitoring Earth 
Team volunteers about stream 
sampling along the Bazile Creek in 
northeast Nebraska.
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California Celebrates Earth Day and 
Earth Team’s 25th Anniversary

Submitted by: Alejandra Luna, California State Office Earth Team Volunteer Coordinator 

     California NRCS celebrated Earth Day by 
recognizing Earth Team volunteers. At the state 
ofýce in Davis, Earth Team volunteers were 
acknowledged by State Conservationist Ed 
Burton. The volunteersô supervisors discussed 
each person’s projects and contributions 
and they were given letters and tokens of 
appreciation for their hard work and dedication.
     In the area ofýce in Fresno, the NRCS 
staff held an Earth Day-Earth Team potluck 
luncheon to celebrate the many volunteers 
who assisted their ýeld ofýce staff throughout 
the year. Area Conservationist Curtis Tarver 
recognized all volunteers, including former Soil 
Conservationist Clarence Finch, and thanked 
them for their service.
     The South Coast Resource Conservation and 
Development Council ofýce in Riverside held 
an Earth Team recognition event April 29. Staff 
from the nearby area NRCS ofýce also joined 
the celebration. The Earth Team members were 
recognized for helping the council with grant 
writing and project administration, the Fire 
Summit planning forum and routine ofýce tasks.   
   

The California NRCS state office employees celebrated 
Earth Day and the 25th anniversary of Earth Team by 
recognizing their Earth Team volunteers. Volunteers (from 
the left) Walt Sykes, Jerry Reioux, Charles Davis, Patricia 
Grover, and Walt Bunter were given letters and tokens of 
appreciation. Not picured is Mario Milani. (Photo by Jim 
Cairns.)

An Earth Team appreciation event was held 
at the South Coast Resource Conservation 
and Development Council office in Riverside. 
Attending (from the left) were Aziz Shiralipour, 
Brinton Anderson, Ryan Nichols, Narciso 
Guerrero and Angelia Fox.

The Fresno Area office held an Earth Day-Earth Team 
potluck luncheon to celebrate the many volunteers that 
assist their field offices throughout the year. A special 
treat was to have Clarence Finch (seated), a previous soil 
conservationist, attend. It is reported he is still actively 
excited about conservation and shares his enthusiasm with 
others.
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Oklahoma Celebrates Earth Day and 
Earth Teams’ 25th Anniversary

The staff of the Purcell Field Ofýce 
in McClain County honored its Earth 
Team volunteers at an open house April 
19. Recognized were Pat Minton in the 
front and Connie Burk, Jaynie Dowdle, 
and Jovannal White in the back row. 
They were presented NRCS outside 
thermometers for their volunteer work. 
NRCS District Conservationist Dr. 
Carol Crouch said at the open house, 
"We are grateful for the contributions 
of our Earth Team volunteers. We 
have a big job to do and volunteers 
are a vital part of our role in getting 
conservation on the land." 

Submitted by Becka Redding, 
Oklahoma State Earth Team Volunteer Coordinator

Fifth Graders line up at one of the 
conservation education stations 
at a recent environemental 

education day held in Sallisaw, 
Okla. in April. 

     The Sallisaw, Okla., Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
and the Sequoyah County 
Conservation District held its 
16th annual Natural Resource 
Day for ýfth graders at Brushy 
State Park on April 28, 2010. 
The object of this environmental 
education day was to teach 

students an appreciation of the 
natural resources that sustain 
life and support mankind’s well 
being.  
     Stations were manned by 
Earth Team volunteer specialists 
in Forestry, Water quality, Soils, 
Engineering, Mine Safety, Pelts 
& Tracks, Wetlands, Recycling 

and Reptiles. Students rotated, 
in groups, to each station, many 
of which included “hands-on 
learning”. 
     Participants say the weather 
was beautiful and 131 participants 
left with a greater understanding 
of their responsibility in caring 
for their world and the natural 

resources needed to sustain it.
Earth Team volunteers 
presenting that day were: 
Joseph Walker, Edward 
Henshaw, LeeAnn Bunn, M.J. 
Turnipseed, Steve Evans, Chad 
Ford and Kay Frank. NRCS 
staff working that day were: 
Audra Fenton, Matt Taylor, 
Scott Robertson and Jake 
Boyett. Conservation District 
Staff assisting were: Pat 
Fentress and Gary Taylor.  

Sequoyah County 5th Graders Say, 
“Natural Resource Day Rocks!”

By Audra Fenton, District Conservationist
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     National Earth Team Volunteer 
Liaison Bonnie Allely conducted 
training in two states this spring.  
In April she was in Wisconsin and 
in May she conducted training in 
Davis, Calif.  Allely said both states 
recently selected a new team of 
coordinators and she was pleased 
to travel to their states to offer 
training.  Subjects covered include: 
“where to start”, the volunteer 
tracking system, recruiting ideas, 
security and developing a business 
plan and budget.  

Attending Earth Team training 
in California were (front row) 
Alejandra Luna, state office 
coordinator; Marina Barajas, 
group mentor; Julie Irinco, area 
coordinator; Pamela Hertzler, 

state volunteer coordinator.  
Back row:  Bonnie Allely, national 
volunteer liaison; and Area 
Coordinators Genett Carstensen 
and Jenna Brazil.  

Bonnie on the Road

Attending Earth Team training in 
Wisconsin were (left to right) Deb 
White, Rachel Geiselman, Bonnie 

Allely, Heather Gilbertson, Kim 
Cupery and sitting is Barb Jansen 
and Deb Potts.

VolunteerVoice 
is looking for 

articles for our 
next issue. 

The deadline for submissions is 
August 20. 

Please send your stories and photos
to dick.tremain@ia.usda.gov.
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Earth Team volunteers, members of Boy Scout Troop 
55 of Union City, Tenn., pause after planting 900 trees 
and shrubs for wildlife habitat on land enrolled in the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Participating 
were (from left to right): NRCS Soil Conservationist 

Leon Tillman, Hunter Corley, Erin Morgan, Garrett 
Hay, Justin Hays, Emanual Morgan, Karl Ullrich, Brett 
Gore, Anthony Caldwell, Tristan Decker, Jeffery 
Hay, Will Riley and NRCS District Conservationist 
Matthew Denton. Shea Riley is not pictured.

High school forestry students from Obion County 
signed up as Earth Team volunteers to help another 
Earth Team volunteer plant 2,500 trees and shrubs on 
3.5 acres of his land in Shawtown, Tenn. Larry Finch, 
Jr., pictured far left, is a farmer and an Earth Team 
Volunteer. The students planted the trees and shrubs 
in 40-foot hedgerows in a native warm season grass 

field. Pictured are (standing from left to right): Finch, 
Tyler Fluty, Garrett McDaniel, Clint Tibbs, Gordan 
Davidson, Alex Anton, Drew Gammons, Corey Luther, 
Brodie Parrish, Austin Pitts, Jeremy Green, Lucas 
Garland, Ethan Davis, Chance Williams, Nick Lucas 
and NRCS District Conservationist Matthew Denton. 
Kneeling are Devin Cranford and Jacob Daniels.

Earth Team Volunteers Improve Tennesee Habitat
Submitted by: Leon Tillman, West Tennessee Area Volunteer Coordinator 
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The Rincons - An Earth Team Family
by Carol Donzella, Connecticut State Earth Team Volunteer Coordinator

     NRCS Landscape Architect 
Fernando Rincon is known to be a 
strong supporter of the Earth Team 
program. Not only has he promoted 
the Earth Team, but he has 
recruited many volunteers over the 
years and has volunteered his time 
and talents to help his colleagues 
and partners.  
    Volunteerism is a trait that runs 
deep in 
the Rincon 
Family. 
Fernando’s 
wife, Blanca 
Jaramillo, 
is an Earth 
Team 
volunteer 
and has been 
helping out 
at the annual 
Tour des 
Farms events sponsored by two 
RC&D Councils in Connecticut 
for many years. The Tour des 
Farms is a leisurely bicycle ride 
that takes riders through some of 
Connecticut’s most scenic farmland 
with farm stops along the way. 
Riders can purchase items along 
the way and volunteers will pick up 
and deliver the goods back to the 
starting point.  
     Blanca has helped with the 
setting up and taking down of the 
event, directing riders to parking 
areas and farm stops, serving up 
fresh pies, and riding the routes 
looking for strays or lost riders. 
She has been a huge asset to the 
event, and has contributed greatly 
to its success.
    Fernando’s father, Fernando, is 
also an Earth Team volunteer and 

has been his son’s right hand at a 
number of events. One of senior 
Fernando’s fondest memories, 
while volunteering at the Tour des 
Farms, was directing bicycle trafýc 
with his grandson, Alejandro, at 
one of the farm stops. During the 
South Branch Park River Trail 
ribbon cutting ceremony, an inner-
city trail designed by his son, he 
saw that help was needed in setting 
up for the event and jumped right 
in without being asked. People 
who saw the senior Fernando in 
action said he was a wizard setting 
up the tents and tables and helped 
carry in the food and drinks for the 
celebration. Then he stood proudly, 
and clapped loudly, as his son 
received recognition for his work. 
ñHe is ALWAYS helping,ò said the 
younger Fernando, “I hope to be 
half the father he has been.” 
     And Fernando, the architect, is 
said to have been a huge help to his 
colleagues and partners by offering 
his expertise during the planning 
of the Tour des Farms events. 
Experts say the younger Fernandoôs 
assistance has been invaluable in 
planning the cycle routes for Tour 
des Farms events, and creating 
amazing maps for the riders to 
follow. As a dedicated cyclist, 
and a competitor in triathlons, 
Fernando’s experience has helped 
make the event fun for cyclists of 
all levels. 
      Three routes are offered, a 10 
mile, a 25 mile and a 62 mile or 
metric century, so that everyone 
can enjoy the farm tours at their 
own pace.  
     On the day of the event, 
Fernando volunteers his time by 

helping with the set up and taking 
down, directing trafýc and riding 
along with the cyclists to make sure 
they are on course and having fun. 
“He arrives as the sun is coming 
up,” said Mark Cummings, King’s 
Mark RC&D Coordinator, “and 
leaves long after the event is over.”
     The Rincon family has 
contributed much more than their 
time and talents to our agency 
and partners. Their strong work 
ethic, combined with their spirit 
of community, has made them a 
model “volunteer” family. “It’s 
wonderful to see a family working 
so close together, supporting 
each other’s adventures, and 
celebrating their accomplishments 
and successesò, said State Earth 
Team Coordinator Carol Donzella. 
ñThe CT Earth Team counts itself 
very fortunate to have them on our 
team”.
Editor’s note: See http://www.
tourdesfarms.org/ for more 
information on Connecticut’s Tour des 
Farms.

Earth Team Volunteer Fernando 
L. Rincon, Sr., shows his Earth 
Team Volunteer certificate to his 
granddaughter Sofia Rincon.  

Blanca Jaramillo 



8

Amy Plavak Recognized as National Individual Volunteer
Submitted by: Sara Magenheimer, Oregon State Information Officer

     Della Moen holds an 
award recognizing her as 
the Earth Team volunteer 
with the most hours 
donated in the State of 
Illinois.  She was given 
the award by District 
Conservationist Jim 
Ritterbusch at a recent 
Stephenson County 
meeting.    
     Moen is a long time 
Earth Team volunteer in 
the Freeport, Ill.,  field 
office.  She writes a weekly 
conservation column 
which is featured in area 
newspapers.  

Illinois Recognizes Della Moen
Submitted by Mary Hess, Illinois Earth Team State Volunteer Coordinator

      Oregon NRCS recognized Amy 
Plavak as this yearôs winner of the 
national individual volunteer award. 
Amy has been working in Washington 
County, Ore., as an Earth Team 
volunteer for the last year. 
     “Our volunteer program provides a 
valuable connection and opportunity 
for communities across the state 
to participate in natural resource 
management,ò said Oregon NRCS State 
Conservationist Ron Alvarado. “We 
thank Amy, and all of our volunteers for 
their dedication and work to conserve 
and enhance the natural resources in 
Oregon.” 
     An awards ceremony was held April 
26, in Washington D.C. on the patio of 
USDA Whitten Building to honor the 
national Earth Team award winners. A 
local recognition ceremony was also 
held at the Hillsboro USDA Service 
Center May 5 where Ron Alvarado, 

Oregon NRCS State Conservationist, 
made an award presentation to Plavak.
     Plavak began her volunteer service 
with the NRCS Earth Team Volunteer 
Program in 2009 as a Wetlands 
Restoration Project Manager. Plavak 
produced budgets, contract documents 
and a contribution agreement request 
for the 375-acre Hutchinson Wetland 
Reserve Program (WRP) project. She 
also coordinated a team assembled by 
the local NRCS District Conservationist 
Dean Moberg to produce the NRCS 
Washington County Long Range 
Strategy. 
     Recently, Plavak worked 
collaboratively as part of a multi-agency 
multi-disciplinary team to produce 
an Agricultural Water Enhancement 
Program proposal for over $1.4 million 
in funding for water quality conservation 
in the upper Tualatin and Gales Creek 
watersheds. 

Amy Plavak

Get Volunteers Involved!



9

......cost free! 

�5�U�G�H�U���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�U�Q�V�����1�5�&�6��exhibits and forms free of charge at http:// landcare.nrcs.usda.gov or simply �F�D�O�O���������������/�$�1�'�&�$�5�(������������������������������������

     Allegheny College student Maranda Nemeth �E�H�F�D�P�H���D�Q���(�D�U�W�K���7�H�D�P���Y�U�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���0�H�D�G�Y�L�O�O�H���1�5�&�6���¿�H�O�G���U�I�¿�F�H���L�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\��������������In three short months she created several useful �U�X�W�U�H�D�F�K���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���I�U�U���¿�H�O�G���U�I�¿�F�H���X�V�H���Z�L�W�K��producers and children.      Nemeth designed a large scale poster of maps, �V�U�L�O�V�����V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���U�W�K�H�U���F�U�P�S�U�Q�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W��make up a conservation plan, without identifying �D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���I�D�U�P�����7�K�L�V���L�V���K�H�O�S�I�X�O���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���L�G�H�D��of a conservation plan can be rather abstract for �D���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U���Z�K�R���K�D�V���Q�H�Y�H�U���Z�U�U�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K���1�5�&�6�����D�Q�G�����G�X�H���W�R���S�H�U�V�U�Q�D�O���S�U�L�Y�D�F�\���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�U�Q�V�����1�5�&�6��cannot show producers an existing, completed conservation plan developed for another producer.  �����������7�K�H���¿�H�O�G���U�I�¿�F�H���L�V���G�L�V�S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���S�U�V�W�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���8�6�'�$���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���V�K�R�Z���L�W���D�W���U�X�W�U�H�D�F�K��events.       Nemeth also credited with creating a hands-�U�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���I�U�U���\�U�X�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����6�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�U�S�H�G���D���%�D�V�L�F�V���U�I���W�K�H���+�\�G�U�R�O�U�J�L�F���&�\�F�O�H���U�Q���3�U�Z�H�U�3�U�L�Q�W����and printed it on typing paper with the intent that �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�U�X�O�G���S�D�V�W�H���U�Q���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���F�U�P�S�U�Q�H�Q�W�V���U�I���W�K�H���F�\�F�O�H�����6�K�H���P�D�G�H���V�P�D�O�O���V�F�D�O�H���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V���U�I���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�V��of the water cycle, such as the sun, clouds, rain, a pond, and all the aquatic life found in ponds, as well as pictures of a barn and farm animals that could all be pasted onto the paper, demonstrating the steps involved in the water cycle. Meadville �1�5�&�6���X�V�H�G���W�K�L�V���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���D�W���W�K�H���$�O�O�H�J�K�H�Q�\���&�U�O�O�H�J�H���6�\�P�S�U�V�L�X�P���U�Q���$�S�U�L�O���������D�Q�G���L�W���Z�D�V���D���+�8�*�(���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���Z�L�W�K���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���X�S���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�����U�G���J�U�D�G�H��level.  �����������1�5�&�6���V�W�D�I�I���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���P�D�Q�\���F�U�P�P�H�Q�W�V���I�U�U�P��teachers and parents that the exercise was the “best �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���D�W���W�K�H���V�\�P�S�U�V�L�X�P���´���7�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���V�D�L�G���1�H�P�H�W�K��displayed great enthusiasm while working on these �S�U�U�M�H�F�W�V�����6�K�H���Z�D�V���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�U���G�U�L�Q�J���D���J�R�U�G���M�U�E���U�Q��each of these projects, and took great care to make sure they were done accurately and correctly. In addition, she assisted with conservation planning �L�Q���&�X�V�W�U�P�H�U���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���7�R�U�O�N�L�W���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U���L�P�S�U�U�W�D�Q�W���W�D�V�N�V���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G���U�I�¿�F�H���������������7�K�H���0�H�D�G�Y�L�O�O�H���1�5�&�6���V�W�D�I�I���Z�L�V�K�H�V���0�D�U�D�Q�G�D���D�O�O��the best for her future.

Maranda Nemeth is ready to help children learn about 

water conservation with a hands-on activity at a 

grade school symposium. Teachers said the Earth Team 

volunteer had the best activity at the event.  

Pennsylvania Volunteer Uses Talents for Outreach�E�\���6�X�V�D�Q���%�X�U�N�\�����3�H�Q�Q�V�\�O�Y�D�Q�L�D���6�W�D�W�H���(�D�U�W�K���7�H�D�P���9�U�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���&�U�U�U�G�L�Q�D�W�U�U
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     The Humphreys County 
Soil Conservation District, in 
partnership with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
observed Earth Day by hosting 
the 16th annual environmental 
ýeld day. This year ñCelebrate the 
Earthò was held Thursday, April 

29th at the Blue Creek Nature 
Center located at the Humphreys 
County Agriculture Center in 
Waverly.  
      A variety of state agencies, 
organizations, businesses and Earth 
Team volunteers assisted with this 
project by setting up “hands-on” 

displays. Earth Team volunteers 
also served as nature walk guides.             
    Attending the ýeld days were 
650 students and adults from the 
Humphreys and Houston County 
school systems assisted by 113 
Earth Team volunteers and four 
district staff. 

Earth Team volunteers and friends celebrate Earth Day in Waverly, Tenn., by “giving a hand” to environmental 
education.

Tennessee Earth Team Volunteers “Give a Hand” on Earth Day
by Wendy Rigsby, District Secretary, Humphreys County Soil Conservation District

National Staff Changes
    Andy Bingham 
recently joined 
the Earth Team/
National NRCS 
Publications 
and Forms 
Distribution 
Center ï 
LANDCARE 
staff as an ofýce 
assistant.  He 
replaces Venessa 
Homewood who returned to Texas 
to be closer to her family.  
     Bingham was born in Melcher, 
Iowa, and graduated from 

Melcher-Dallas High School in 
2001.  
     In 2003 he joined the U.S. 
Army, graduated from airborne 
school and was stationed as a 
heavy equipment operator at Fort 
Bragg, N.C.  He moved to Fort 
Carson, Colo., in 2008 where he 
worked as a training ofýcer for 
a sapper company until he was 
discharged in May 2010. 
     Bingham and his wife, Jami, 
moved back to Iowa and settled on 
a small farm near Lacona.  
     At the Des Moines ofýce, he 
will serve as assistant to National 

Volunteer Coordinator Michele 
Eginoire and provide Earth Team 
and LANDCARE customer 
service.  
     “We are thrilled to have Andy 
join our team,ò said Eginoire.  
“He brings to us an extremely 
wide breadth of knowledge and 
experience. He will allow us 
to better serve our Earth Team 
members and coordinators and 
advance our ability to help people 
help the land.  Please help welcome 
Andy Bingham to the team.”
     Andy can be reached by email at 
andy.bingham@ia.usda.gov.

Andy Bingham
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Footnotes: 
1An electronic newsletter or an
 electronic magazine
2http://www.usda.gov/blog/
3http://desmoines.craigslist.org/vol/
4 http://twitter.com/USDA_NRCS

     Do you know what an 
ezine1 is?  You are reading one.  
What about blog2, Craigslist3 
or Twitter4?  These words are 
new to our language and they 
represent a change in the way we 
communicate, interact and how we 
do business.   
     Do you 
remember two 
years ago, during 
the presidential 
election, we 
were constantly 
reminded 
“change” is a 
good thing?  
Change means 
we are trying to 
improve, grow 
and get better.  
Summertime is the time of year 
many of us see changes taking 
place in our personal lives.  We 
attend weddings, graduations and 
watch our children advance to 
middle school, high school, move 
to college or to jobs in far away 
cities.  

     In the work place some will say 
we have seen a lot of change take 
place as well.  NRCS employees 
enter their time cards on computers, 
view their performance appraisals, 
take classes, make GovTrip travel 
arrangements and adjust their 
Thrift Savings retirement accounts 
all online.  Chief Dave White even 
talks to us using streaming internet 
video technology.  
     Change will take place whether 
we want it or not. The question 
becomes whether we, as Earth 
Team volunteers and NRCS 
employees, embrace this change 
or be left behind by a host of new 
inventions and innovations.  
     At the Earth Team ofýce in Des 
Moines, we are embracing change.  
We have the new volunteer tracking 
system and Bonnie Allely and I 
get emails on both our computers 
and our Blackberry phones.  Even 
Public Affairs Specialist Dick 
Tremain is writing Earth Team 
stories for traditional audiences and 
new ones as well.  Look for Dickôs 
work to appear on the USDA blog 

(http://www.usda.gov/blog/) and on 
partner websites (www.serve.gov 
and www.takepride.gov).  
     Change is coming.  Please 
embrace the change going on 
around us.  Coordinators, log on 
to the Volunteer Data Base and 
ensure all our volunteers and their 
hours are properly recorded.  Ask 
NRCS employees to share their 
technology skills and tools with 
our Earth Team volunteers.  Let 
the Earth Team volunteers know 
their work is both helping the 
environment and upgrading their 
job skills.  Share the story that the 
technology NRCS uses is a way for 
all of us to better help people help 
the land.   
     Who knows?  We may soon be 
reading about your Earth Team 
successes in one of Dick’s ezine, 
blog, or Twitter posts.  

Michele’s Column: Change!
by Michele Eginoire, NRCS National Earth Team Volunteer Coordinator

Michele Eginoire
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